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Questions and Answers with Philippe Cousteau Jr.

Explorer, social entrepreneur and environmental advocate, Philippe Cousteau Jr., serves as Chief
Spokesperson for USA Pavilion 2012. Philippe and his multi-disciplinary team are partnering
with the U.S. Department of State to design, build and operate the USA Pavilion experience at
Expo 2012. Philippe is the 32-year-old son of Jan and Philippe Cousteau Sr., and the grandson of
Captain Jacques-Yves Cousteau.

How did you become involved with the USA Pavilion 20127

I’'m co-founder of both an educational non-profit organization focused on youth engagement
called EarthEcho International and a consulting company focusing on sustainable development
and design called Azure Worldwide. This seemed like a perfect opportunity to utilize the
strengths of our teams and help engage people in the future of our ocean and coastal
environments. We applied and were thrilled and honored to be selected.

What excites you most about World Expo 2012 and the USA Pavilion?

One of the main reasons my team and | wanted to be involved in the project is the opportunity to
engage people in understanding the vital connection between the health and well-being of
cultures and communities worldwide and the future of one of our most important resources: the
ocean. The World Expo Committee and our friends and partners in the Republic of Korea have
created an amazing opportunity for us to shine a spotlight on the challenges and opportunities
facing our ocean resources with the Expo theme of The Living Ocean and Coast. | see the World
Expo and the USA Pavilion as a unique opportunity to bring people together to create a brighter
future.

I’m also looking forward to visitors from Korea and around the world being introduced to the
United States through our wonderful Student Ambassadors. Forty American college students
representing a wide range of backgrounds and perspectives from across the United States will
guide visitors through the USA Pavilion experience. The Student Ambassadors program is a
great opportunity to engage in diplomacy on a person-to-person level with individuals from
around the world.

What makes the USA Pavilion experience unique?

| approach my work with youth and the media much as my grandfather and father did; as a
storyteller. The USA Pavilion is storytelling on a grand scale. I’'m very excited about the multi-
dimensional environment the USA Pavilion team has created to immerse people in the story of
America’s ocean environments and coastal communities. Through the unifying themes of
Diversity, Wonder and Solutions, the USA Pavilion will share the hopes of the American people
with visitors around the globe. From a massive screen created entirely from water, to the voices
and faces of Americans from across the country, visitors will discover the core values of
innovation, partnership and hope that define the American spirit. The USA Pavilion is an
opportunity to share our story and connect with people on a personal level.
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What in your view are the most urgent issues facing the ocean and coastal environments
globally?

Now more than ever, we are at a cross roads when it comes to the future of the ocean and the
critical resources it provides to each and every person on the planet, from the air we breathe to
the food we eat. Overfishing, pollution and climate change are creating challenges at an
accelerated rate that require nations and people worldwide to work together to find better ways to
manage and protect our ocean resources. The good news is we have the technology and
scientific knowledge to address these issues. Now it’s a matter of finding the best ways to work
together and the will to take action to create a better world for generations to come.

What do you want visitors to the USA Pavilion to take away from their experience?

| want people to be hopeful when they leave the USA Pavilion. Hope and the realization that we
have the opportunity to work together to create solutions to the challenges facing our planet and
our future are the most important messages visitors can take away from their experience. We
hope they walk away with an understanding that each and every one of us has a responsibility to
take action to build a sustainable future for our children.

What would your grandfather and father think about the World Expo theme of "The
Living Ocean and Coast™ and your role in the USA Pavilion?

My grandfather Jacques Yves-Cousteau opened the world’s eyes to the wonders of the ocean,
while my father Philippe Cousteau, Sr. helped us understand our relationship to the natural world
through his work as a filmmaker. | imagine they would be as excited as | am to engage millions
of people in the story of our ocean and coastal environments in such a dynamic and memorable

way.
Media Contacts: Bryan Hughes Denise Godoy
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